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In order to assist farmers in the reduction of livestock losses the following Anatolian Shepherd dogs were 

placed on selected farms as a means of non-lethal predator control:    
 

First placement 

(2005): 

Second 

placement 

(April 2006): 

Third 

placement 

(June 2006): 

Fourth 

placement 

( June 2007): 

Fifth 

placement 

(October 

2007): 

Sixth placement 

(January 2008): 

1. Uthaya 

(Botriver) 

2. Boleyn 

(Thabazimbi 

District) 

3. Gillian 

(Lepalale 

District) 

4. Inca (Bray 

District) 

5. Tau (Musina) 

6. Jedi 

(Thabazimbi 

District) 

 

1.    Kiwi    

(Thabazimbi 

District) 

2.   Warrior 

(Stockpoort, 

Limpopo) 

 

1.  Jo (Brey 

District) 

2.  Simba 

(Musina) 

3.  Guardian, 

renamed 

Beska 

(Lephalale) 

 

1. Themba 

(Botriver) 

2. Alpha 

(Baltimore, 

Limpopo) 

3. Bravo 

(Thabazimbi) 

4. Charlie 

(Thabazimbi) 

5. Delta 

(Limpopo) 

6. Echo 

(Limpopo) 

 

1. Fox  (All 

Days, 

Limpopo) 

2. Gia (Tolwe, 

Limpopo) 

3. Pego 

(Vhembe, 

Limpopo) 

 

1. Kilo 

(Jakkelsfontein) 

2. Juliet 

    (Gregory) 

3. Hank  

    (Klipvlei) 

4. Sunny (Lema) 

(Krokodilpan) 

5. Mike 

(Maastroom) 

6. Issy  

(Matopi) 

 

 

Eighth placement 

(August 2008): 

Tenth 

placement 

(September 

2008): 

Eleventh 

placement 

(February 

2009):*** 

Twelfth 

placement 

(April 2009) 

Thirteenth 

placement (May 

2009): 

Fourteenth 

placement 

( May 2009): *** 

1. Irwin’s 

Guardian Crikey 

(Lephalale 

District) 

2. Irwin’s 

Guardian 
Kaitiaki 

(Swartwater 

District 

3. Irwin’s 

Guardian Kahu 

(Baltimore 

District) 

4. Irwin’s 

Guardian 
Charlie 

(Swartwater 

District) 

5. Irwin’s 

Guardian 
Juliette (Alldays 

District) 

6. Irwin’s 

Guardian Rachel 

(Alldays District) 

1. Neeake 

(Tosca 

District) 

2. Masindi 

(Tosca 

District) 

3. Phoenix 

(Tosca 

District) 

4. Gloria 

(Tosca 

District) 

1.  Fola  

    (Tosca                 

District) 

2.  Fezzik 

    (Tosca 

District) 

3.  Mandla 

    (Tosca 

District) 

4.  Amy 

    (Tosca 

District) 

 

1. Irwin’s 

Guardian 

Efendi            

(Tsipise 

District) 

2. Irwin’s 

Guardian 

Argus 

(Alldays 

District) 

3. Irwin’s 

Guardian 

Spirit 

(Alldays 

District) 

4. Irwin’s 

Guardian 

Felix 

(Lephelale 

District) 

5. Irwin’s 

Guardian 

Oliver 

(Alldays 

District) 

1. Irwin’s 

Guardian 

Felix 

(Robertson 

District) 

2. Irwin’s 

Guardian 

Becki 

(Thabazimbi 

District) 

3. Irwin’s 

Guardian Joe 

(Thabazimbi 

District) 

4. Irwin’s 

Guardian 

Shushka 

(Thabazimbi 

District) 

5. Irwin’s 

Guardian 

Nemesis 

(Thabazimbi 

District) 

1. Sunny 

(Vostershoop 

District) 

2. Helen 

(Vostershoop 

District) 

3. Romeo 

(Vostershoop 

District) 

4. Sadik 

(Vostershoop 

District) 

5. Thandi 

(Vostershoop 

District) 
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Fifteenth 
placement (June 

2009): *** 

Sixteenth 
placement 

(January 2010): 

*** 

Seventeenth 
placement 

(January 2010): 

*** 

Eighteenth 
placement 

(February 2010): 

*** 

Nineteenth 
placement 

(February 

2010): *** 

Twentieth 
placement 

(July 2010): 

*** 
1. Roxy 

(Thabazimbi 

District) 

2. Patty 

(Thabazimbi 

District) 

3. Steff 

(Thabazimbi 

District) 

4. Wellington 

(Thabazimbi 

District   

5. Malusi 

(Thabazimbi 

District) 

1. Andrew              

(Vostershoop 

District) 

2. Savannah 

(Vostershoop 

District) 

3. Harley 

(Vergelee 

District) 

4. Kibali (Tosca 

District) 

5. Zeus (Tosca 

District) 

6. Thandi 2 (Tosca 

District)  

1. Don  

(Thabazimbi 

District) 

2. Themba 

(Thabazimbi 

District) 

3. Juliette 2 

(Alldays 

District) 

4. Victor 

(Thabazimbi 

District) 

1. Khan (Bray 

district) 

2. Shumba 

(Vostershoop 

District) 

3. Panther (Terra 

Vostershoop 

District) 

4. Peace 

(Vostershoop 

District) 

1.    Merlin 

       (Steenbok 

pan) 

2.   Aslan     

(Thabazim 

bi District) 

1.  Tara 

2.  Jasper 

3.  Khaki 

4.  Shadow 

5.  April 

6.  Dave 

7.  Argus 2 

8.  Aslan 2 

 

 

 

Twenty first 

placement 

(October 2010) 

Twenty second 

placement 

(October 2010) 

Blue Crane 

Donation 

Twenty third 

placement 

(February 

2011) *** 

Twenty 

fourth 

placement 

(April  2011) 

*** 

Twenty fifth 

placement 

(July 2011) 

*** 

Twenty sixth 

placement (July 

2011) 

1. Irwin’s Guardian 

Chobe (Bray) 

2. Irwin’s Guardian 

Tiger (Bray) 

3. Irwin’s Guardian 

Peace 2 (Vergelee) 

4. Irwin’s Guardian 

Panther 2 (Terra 

Firma) 

5. Irwin’s Guardian 

Liz (Vostershoop) 

6. Irwin’s Guardian 

Nicky (Bray) 

7. Irwin’s Guardian 

Jack (Morokweng) 

8. Irwin’s Guardian 

Zafar (Tosca) 

9. Irwin’s Guardian 

Rufus (Tosca) 

10. Irwin’s Guardian 

Shadow 2 

(Alldays) 

 

1. Irwin’s Guardian 

Gokturna 

(Chrisiesmeer)    

2. Irwin’s Guardian 

Valkeri 

(Chrisiesmeer) 

3. Irwin’s Guardian 

Konya 

(Chrisiesmeer) 

 

1.   Tara 2 

(Baltimore) 

2.   Zlatan 

(Baltimore) 

3.   Benjamin 

(Ellisras) 

4.  Carl 

(Steenbokp

an) 

 5.  Shabalala 

(Ellisras) 

 

1.   Caro 

(Steenbokpan) 

 

1.  Mazu 

(Alldays) 

2. Henry 

(Alldays) 

3.  Shakira 

(Alldays) 

4.  Forever 

(Baltimore) 

1.  Irwin’s Guardian 

Peter  

(Morokweng) 

2.  Irwin’s Guardian 

Woodstock 

      (Tosca) 

3.  Irwin’s Guardian 

Montrose (Terra 

Firma) 

4.  Irwin’s Guardian 

Shafton (Tosca) 

5.  Irwin’s Guardian 

Hero 

(Botswana) 

6.  Irwin’s Guardian     

CA 

7.  Irwin’s Guardian 

Carmen 

8.  Irwin’s Guardian 

Liz 2 

9.  Irwin’s Guardian 

Pippa 

10.  Irwin’s 

Guardian 

Thandi 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 



4 

 

Twenty seventh  
placement 

(December 2011)*** 

Twenty eighth 
placement 

(January 2012)*** 

Twenty ninth  
placement 

(January 

2012)*** 

Thirtieth  
placement 

(October 2012) 

*** 

Thirty first 
placement 

(April 2013) 

Thirty first 
placement 

(May 2013) 

1.  Rosslea 

(Morokweng

) 

2. Sampson 

(Pomfret) 

3. Artimus 

(Terra 

Firma) 

 

1. Storm (Terra 

Firma) 

2. Mamba (Terra 

Firma) 

3. Chester 

(Tosca) 

4. Leonie 

(Tosca) 

5. Kamau (Bray) 

6. McCain 

(Vostershoop) 

7. Bator (Bray) 

 

1. Gigi (EWT 

Custodian) 

2. Amanda 

(EWT 

Custodian) 

1. Legend 

2. Panther 

3. Wardance 

4. Lexi 

5. Ranger 

6. Nyoka 

1.  Ziki 

2.  Helen 

1. Cathryn 

(Tosca) 

2. McCain2 

(Tosca) 

3. Manaaki 

4. Bear 

5. Obi 

6. Diana 

 

** The 7
th

 and 9
th

 placements of puppies were part of a trial project in partnership with a red meat 

producer and retailer and placed outside of cheetah range. 

*** When Cheetah Outreach was not able to supply puppies for the programme puppies were bought in 

from reputable breeders, thus no Irwin’s Guardian prefix. 

 

To assess the progress and working abilities of these dogs, continuous monitoring has been done during 

2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012 and 2013 by means of visitations, telephonic 

discussions and questionnaires. 

 

 

A. First set of placements (2005) 

 

Of the first set of placements the following results were obtained: 

 

Uthaya has done excellent service as a guarding dog for nearly 8 years and has been of enormous 

financial benefit to his owners.  We are very thankful for all the years of faithful protection of his herd.  

He still has had no losses to predation within his herd. 

 

Boleyn’s owner still depends on her for guarding a small herd of goats close to the house, even though 

he has stopped farming intensively some time back.  She is still of considerable value to him and Boleyn 

will live out her days on the farm where she did such a wonderful job for many years.   

 

Jedi still continues his work as an ambassador at the Ann van Dyk Cheetah Centre and is doing excellent 

work in promoting non-lethal predator control to visitors at this world-renowned breeding and 

awareness facility as well as various educational and fundraising events every year. 

 
Tau was the first dog placed on Martiens Opperman’s farm, Hartjiesveld, in the Limpopo Province.  He 

unfortunately disappeared when he was one year old, presumably to snakebite.   

 

Gillian was an effective guarding, even though she was moved between farms. She successfully 

defended her herd against a brown hyena that threatened the stock, but shortly after this incident she was 

killed by a hyena while guarding her livestock. 

 

Inca was removed from her farm because of inadequate bonding with her herd and undesirable play 

behaviour.  This could not be corrected even after numerous attempts at corrective training.  She was 

homed as a domestic guarding dog and still displays strong protective instincts. 
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B  Second set of placements (April 2006) 

 

Kiwi has excelled as a guardian since her placement 7 years ago.  Even at a more mature age she does 

not miss a day of work.  Her owners are very proud of her and acknowledge the financial benefit of 

having her as part of the farming practice.  She and Malusi work on the same farm and make a 

formidable team. 

 

Warrior has not been working in free ranging cheetah areas for some time, but is still guarding his stock 

successfully against predation and promoting non-lethal predator control in his area.   

  

 

C. Third set of placements (June 2006) 

 

Jo was removed from his farm near Bray in the Northern Cape after the farmer made it clear that he was 

not willing to commit the necessary time and energy during the training period.  Jo has successfully been 

placed with new owners where he is now a family guarding dog and is used as an ambassador for talks. 

 

Simba has done excellent work as a guardian for over 7 years, and still offers protection to his herd 

every day.  Simba works in partnerships with younger dogs to assist in their training and this has proved 

very valuable as a management tool on the farm. Simba has recently been moved to a new farm where 

he will guard goats in small grazing camps, while training a new puppy as well. 

 

Guardian (Beska) is still a hard working and attentive guardian that has given 7 years of loyal service to 

his owner.  He is always alert, reliable and vigilant and has been of great financial value to his owner.  

He has suffered no losses within his herd and is one of our most effective and trustworthy guardians.   

 

 

D. Fourth set of placements (June 2007) 

 

Themba was removed from the farm Paardenkloof in the Overberg and was placed as a domestic 

guarding dog.  Even though he was a very effective and protective guardian to his herd, he appeared to 

extend his range to the neighbour’s herds and was eventually removed because this roaming behaviour 

could not be corrected. Themba was originally placed as a companion to Uthaya, and to assist in the 

workload on the farm. 

 

Alpha is still performing his duties as a guarding dog and doing everything expected of him. We were 

pleased to have been invited back onto the farm by the owner, after we were not allowed to visit for a 

long period of time. It is unknown what led to this change of heart.  Alpha is doing very well and 

working as effectively as ever. 

 

Bravo displayed hunting behaviour that may have developed during the first placement.  He was 

subsequently removed and placed as a companion dog.   

 

Charlie died of heavy metal poisoning from an unknown source.   

 

Delta’s owner has moved out of free range cheetah area, but Delta is still working as a guarding dog and 

successfully protecting his herd.  Delta was instrumental in the successes of the first placements with 

cattle. 

 

Echo was shot by a neighbour after he followed his herd of cattle onto the neighbouring property, but 

was an excellent guardian at the time of his death.  He was replaced during August 2008 by Crikey, but 

during the time that there was no guardian with the herd of cattle the owner reported losses to leopard. 
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E. Fifth set of placements (October 2007) 

 

Fox had to be removed after developing behavioural problems and showing no response to corrective 

training. He was placed as a companion dog.   

 

Gia was placed on farm Drinkeling near Tolwe in the Limpopo Province on 25 October 2007.  Gia was 

killed in the kraal by a snake within two weeks of placement.   

 

Pego was removed from the farm due to a constant medical problem to his leg.  This prevented him 

from joining his herd as they went out to graze.  He has been placed as a companion and therapy dog 

and has settled in very well in this new role. He is also used as ambassador when Cheetah Outreach 

gives talks regarding the project in Gauteng area.  

 

 

F. Sixth set of placements (January 2008) 

 

Kilo was poisoned by one of the labourers on the farm and subsequently replaced by Kaitiaki. 

 

Juliet and her owner moved off the farm without informing us to their whereabouts.  We still have not 

been able to ascertain their new location. 

 

Hank disappeared in October 2011.  There was some speculation at the time that Hank might have fallen 

prey to lions from the neighbouring farm, after the lions escaped from their camps. 

 

Sunny died from snake bite and the owners did not request a replacement as they were in the process of 

selling their farm. 

 

Mike has been retired as a domestic pet due to increased issues with his front legs. 

 

Issy was injured severely by a goat ewe as a young dog and died at the veterinarian clinic during 

treatment. 

 

 

G. Eight set of placements (August 2008) 

 

Irwin’s Guardian Crikey was a replacement for Echo but was killed by a crocodile while guarding his 

herd close to the river during April 2011.  The owner was unsure of his future in farming and did not 

request a replacement. 

 

Irwin’s Guardian Kaitiaki was presumed dead to snakebite and the owners did not want a replacement 

as they were in the process of selling their farm. 

 

Irwin’s Guardian Kahu is guarding his herd of goats effectively.  His new owner, which bought the 

farm, is very satisfied with Kahu and has decided to continue farming. 

 

Irwin’s Guardian Charlie is still as effective at being guardian to his herd as ever.  He has suffered no 

losses within his herd and his owner is very happy with his work performance and the financial benefit 

to the farming practice. 

 

Irwin’s Guardian Juliette turned deaf and with a veterinarian’s recommendation was removed from the 

farm.  She was placed as a companion dog and was replaced by Juliette 2.  At the time of her removal 

she was a successful guardian with no losses reported within her herd. 
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Irwin’s Guardian Rachel was removed at the request of the owner; there was an obvious lack of interest 

and commitment and this rubbed off on the development of Rachel as a working dog. She was placed as 

a companion dog on a small holding. 

 

 

H. Tenth set of placements( October 2008): 

 

These dogs are working in the Tosca area of the North West Province of South Africa.  This effort has 

improved the profile of the cheetah in a farming community renowned for intolerance and exploitation 

of all predators. 

 

Neeake did not return with his herd one evening after a long working day and after three days of 

searching his owner found his body!  He was killed by a snake!  He was a hard working and inspiring 

guardian in his prime.  He was replaced by Neeake 2 during May 2013. 

 

Masindi was a hard working and effective guarding dog but was found dead due to snake bite.  Since the 

owner was considering retirement and downsizing his herd, he did not request a replacement. 

 

Gloria did not respond to corrective training and was removed from the herd and placed as a companion 

dog.  The dogs from across the border kept coming to her and this encouraged roaming behaviour. 

 

Phoenix is a hard working and very protective guardian; she has been of huge financial benefit to her 

owner and he has requested a second placement in future.  

 

 

I.  Eleventh set of placements (February 2009): 

 

This litter of puppies was also placed in the Tosca area of the North West Province of South Africa.    

 

Amy was lost and presumed dead.  She was replaced by Nicky during October 2010. 

 

Fezzik was removed from the farm at the owner’s request and subsequently homed as a domestic 

guarding dog.  He was replaced by Zeus. 

 

Mandla has successfully protected his herd from predators without much human supervision.  He is 

attentive and trustworthy and his owner is very happy with his work performance and sees him as an 

asset on the farm. 

 

Fola was killed in a freak accident on the farm and was replaced by Thandi. 
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J.  Twelfth set of placements (March 2009): 

 

These dogs were placed in the Alldays and Lephalale areas in the Limpopo province of South Africa.    

 

Irwin’s Guardian Felix had to be removed from the farm after developing behavioural problems that 

could not be corrected.  This was very surprising and disappointing since he was an effective guardian 

until this unexpected undesirable behaviour started.  

 

Irwin’s Guardian Efendi was accused of displaying roaming and possible hunting behaviour by his 

owner and he was taken from the farm to Green Dogs Conservation for evaluation.  It was determined 

that he did leave his herd at times and left the stock unprotected.  The decision was consequently made 

to remove him from the programme and to place him as a companion dog, where he has settled in very 

good. 

 

Irwin’s Guardian Oliver is doing an excellent job of keeping his herd safe.  He is hard working and his 

owner is very proud of him.  He is one of our star guardians and can be used as an example of a great 

working dog. His owner has sold a huge part of the Nguni herd due to the drought, but Oliver remains 

with a core herd of bulls, until such time that the herd is replenished again. 

 

Irwin’s Guardian Argus was removed due to behavioural problems and placed as a companion dog.  He 

was placed under corrective training but did not respond favourably.  He was replaced by Argus 2 in 

July 2010 as the owner wanted to continue with the program. 

 

Irwin’s Guardian Spirit was removed from the programme as he did not respond to corrective training; 

this was done on the farmer’s insistence.  He was placed as a companion dog. He was recently found 

poisoned, presumably by people living at an adjacent squatter camp. 

 

 

K. Thirteenth set of placements (May 2009): 

 

We placed five puppies in this group.  Four of the puppies were placed in free range cheetah areas and 

the 5th puppy was placed on a wine estate in the Western Cape where it is guarding a small herd of 

springbuck against roaming domestic dogs and caracal.   

 

Irwin’s Guardian Felix is still doing exceptionally well.  He is still effectively guarding his herd of 

Springbuck and has proven himself to be an attentive and trustworthy guardian.  He has shown that 

Anatolians can be a valuable tool in protecting high priced game from predation. 

 

Irwin’s Guardian Becki is still very trustworthy and attentive.  She works hard and can always be found 

close to her herd.  The farm has a very active predator population but she has had no losses at her herd. 

 

Irwin’s Guardian Joe was removed from the farm due to behavioural problems and was replaced by 

Don during the first part of 2010. 

 

Irwin’s Guardian Nemesis is very well bonded with his herd and displays a strong protective drive.  His 

owner is very happy with his working performance and the financial benefit of having a guarding dog 

with his herd. Nemesis has also taken on the role of guardian of the herd of cattle and can be found with 

them during the day. 

 

Irwin’s Guardian Shushka is an excellent guarding dog and has no behavioural problems to report. 

Cheetahs and leopards are seen frequently on this farm, but no goats have been lost since Shushka was 

placed with the herd. The owner has requested a second dog. 

 



9 

 

L. Fourteenth set of placements (May 2009): 

 

We placed five puppies in the Vostershoop district in the Northwest province of South Africa; this area 

is known for the movement of illegally captured cheetah out of the area.  There is also much movement 

of cheetah between South Africa and Botswana in this area. 

 

Romeo is still doing very well and has been a very effective guardian since his placement.  He is 

trustworthy and attentive and displays no behavioural issues.  His owner is very happy with his work 

performance. 

 

Helen was killed by a leopard and was replaced by Andrew during the first part of 2010. 

 

Sunny is doing very well, but we still have not been able to gain access to the farm.  All attempts to 

contact the farmer have been fruitless; he still does not respond to calls or even messages left with his 

neighbours.  The only reports we have are what we are able to gather from his neighbours and according 

to them Sunny is still working on the farm. 

 

Sadik was bitten by a snake and died; he was replaced by Khan during the first part of 2010. 

 

Thandi was killed during a fight amongst her herd of cattle during which one of the cows stepped on her.  

She was replaced by Thandi 2 during the first part of 2010. 

 

 

M.               Fifteenth set of placements (May 2009): 
 

These five puppies were placed in the Thabazimbi area of the Limpopo province of South Africa. 

 

Roxy is still an attentive and hard working guardian that always stays in close proximity to the herd.  Her 

owner is very happy with the placement and the results seen in terms of reduction in livestock losses. 

The owner has a second Anatolian with her cattle which she obtained herself. 

 

Patty has no behavioural problems to report.  She is attentive and very aware of her herd’s movement. 

Patty has been moved to a new farm due to the fact that the farmer decided to sell all his sheep. She has 

settled well into her new farm where she is also guarding sheep. 

 

Steff was adapting well to his new herd of goats on the farm in the Alldays area. One day, unfortunately, 

he did not return with his herd of goats and the farmer searched extensively but could not find him. It is 

presumed he was killed by a snake and died somewhere in the thick bush on the farm.   

 

Wellington is a very successful guardian and is well established in the daily routine with his herd. His 

owner is still very proud of his working ability and spreads his success story amongst the farming 

community. 

 

Malusi is a very hard working and attentive guardian and has only gone from strength to strength.  He 

keeps his herd safe and his owner cannot stop talking about what an asset he is.  What a great guardian! 
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N.                 Sixteenth set of placements (January 2010) 

 

These six puppies were placed along the South African/Botswana border from Boshoek up to 

Vostershoop.  Three of the puppies were replacements for dogs that were either removed from the 

program or died. 

 

Andrew was a victim of snake bite.  His owner was very upset about this since he was an effective and 

valuable guardian.  The owners did not request a replacement. 

 

Savannah was removed from the programme due to behavioural problems.  She was replaced by Pippa 

at the owner’s request. 

 

Harley is an excellent guardian that has successfully defended his herd against baboon and leopard.  

Since Neeake’s death the team has been broken up and his work load has now increased.  Even with this 

dramatic increase in his workload, Harley has not lost any member of his herds to predation.   

 

Kibali is still performing well and the farmer is very happy with the placement.  She works everyday to 

the best of her ability and has had no losses to report.  Her owner is a big supporter of our programme. 

 

Zeus was a replacement for Fezzik; he is still performing very well and successfully protects his herd 

against predation.  He has developed some behavioural problems but this does not affect his working 

ability.  His owner is very happy with the placement and is a big supporter of our programme. 

 

Thandi 2 choked to death in a snare before her owners could find her.  A sad and unnecessary loss to the 

farmer and the programme!  She was replaced by Thandi 3. 

 

 

O.                   Seventeenth set of placements (January 2010): 
 

Don has now established himself as a good guardian after correction of earlier behavioural problems.  

He has developed into an attentive and trustworthy working dog that is of considerable value to the 

farmer.   

 

Juliette 2 did not adjust adequately on the new farm and was homed as a domestic pet with the farmer's 

daughter who lives in Pretoria.  She was not replaced on the farm. 

 

The following two puppies were placed under EWT custodianship in free range cheetah areas.  Ten dogs 

annually are placed in custodianship of EWT to continue delivery in this area; all dogs are eventually 

donated to farmers on whose land they are active.  

 

Themba still performs very well as guardian of her herd and has not suffered any losses to predation. 

She is hard working and the farmer is very proud of her and actively promotes the use of livestock 

guarding dogs with other farmers. 

 

Victor is still very effective in protecting his herd from cheetah, leopards, hyenas and even lions seen in 

the area. Victor guards in a very difficult area and the challenge is even greater in the drier seasons, 

since the sheep scatter to graze over large areas. His owner recently passed away, but he continues to 

work as a guardian on the farm. 
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P.                 Eighteenth set of placements (February 2010): 

 

These puppies were placed in the Bray and Vostershoop districts.  Three of the puppies were on new 

farms and one was a replacement. 

 

Khan was a replacement for Sadik.  He is still working very hard and is an effective guardian.  His 

owner is very happy with his performance and acknowledges the financial benefit to having him as part 

of the team.   

 

Shumba was doing a great job on the farm and his owner was full of praise for him.  He unfortunately 

got into a fight with a warthog male that entered his herd and was killed in the fight.  His owner has 

requested a replacement as soon as possible.    

 

Panther was killed by a snake three weeks into her training.  She was replaced on the farm with Panther 

2 during October 2010. 

 

Peace was bitten by a snake and died.  No replacement dog was placed on this farm.   

 

 

Q.            Nineteenth set of placements (February 2010): 
 

These two puppies were placed under EWT custodianship in free range cheetah areas.   

10 dogs annually are placed in custodianship of EWT to continue delivery in this area; all dogs are 

eventually donated to farmers on whose land they are active.  

 

Merlin was a good and attentive guardian, but he unfortunately died due to snake bite.  

 

Aslan was removed from the farm due to behavioural problems and was replaced by Aslan 2 during July 

2010. 

 

 

R. Twentieth set of placements (July 2010): 

 

This set of 8 puppies was placed under EWT custodianship in free range cheetah areas.  Two puppies of 

this particular placement were replacements. 

 

Tara developed into a good guardian but while her herd was grazing on a pasture she decided to chew 

on the electrical cable of the centre pivot.  She died due to electrocution and was replaced by Tara 2 in 

February 2011. 

 

Khaki has outgrown his earlier playful behaviour and has developed into an effective guardian.  He 

works in partnership with a herder, who assists in making sure that the herd does not wander into the 

vegetable fields.  No livestock losses have been suffered to predation during this period of reporting.  

 

April is a hard working and attentive guardian, but is somewhat aloof and does not trust strangers.  Her 

owner is happy with her working ability and is proud to have her on his farm.  To date she has had no 

losses to predation within her herd. 

 

Shadow was placed on a farm close to Alldays with goats. He was killed by a snake on the first day he 

accompanied the herd to the field.  Shadow was replaced during October 2010 with Shadow 2. 

 

Jasper was moved when his owner sold all the goats on the farm to concentrate on game farming.  He 

was transferred to another farm where he is guarding goats and has settled in very well.  Jasper was 
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moved to yet another farm, after the farmer blamed him for hunting game. Jasper is now working as 

guardian with a large flock of goats in the Springbok flats area and his owner is very proud of him. 

 

Dave has settled in well after his move and has come into his own as an effective and trustworthy 

guardian.  He has had no behavioural problems since his move and his owner is very happy with his 

work performance. 

 

Argus 2 is a replacement for Argus; he has overcome his behavioural problems and has settled in well 

with the herd.  He is now a hard working and trustworthy guarding dog. He did develop some 

behavioural problems recently, but this was sorted out and he is working effectively again. 

 

Aslan 2 was a replacement for Aslan.  She was given a second chance on another farm but her 

behavioural problems forced us to remove her from the programme.  She was homed as a companion 

dog. 

 

 

S. Twenty first set of placements (October 2010): 

 

This set of 10 puppies was placed as follows; one under EWT custodianship and the other nine in the 

North West Province.  Of the nine pups placed in the North West province 3 were replacements and 6 

were for new farmers.  These placements took place during October 2010. 

 

Irwin’s Guardian Chobe is an attentive and hard working guardian.  He took move to the new farm in 

his stride and has had no losses at his new herd.   

 

Irwin’s Guardian Tiger was guarding his herd of sheep right on the RSA/Botswana border, but it seems 

that he decided to move across the border to guard sheep in Botswana.  His owner has not seen him for 

some time and is very upset with the situation. 

 

Irwin’s Guardian Peace 2 is a replacement for Peace, but was placed on a different farm.  He is a hard 

working and attentive guardian with no behavioural problems.  His owner is satisfied with the placement 

and the results seen in terms of reduction in livestock losses. 

 

Irwin’s Guardian Panther 2 did not respond favourably to corrective training for undesirable play 

behaviour. It was decided to remove him from the programme.  He now serves as an ambassador at our 

new facility in Paardevlei, meeting the public and assisting in raising awareness and funds for the non-

lethal predator control conservation delivery.   

 

Irwin’s Guardian Liz was the second placement on the farm where Shumba was placed.  She was 

working well and performed her guardian duties effectively, but then died because of snake bite.  She 

was replaced in July 2011 by Liz 2. 

 

Irwin’s Guardian Nicky is a hard working and trustworthy guardian and her owner is very satisfied with 

her guarding ability.  Since her placement the owner has suffered no losses to predation, he is a big 

supporter of our programme.   

 

Irwin’s Guardian Jack is doing well and has had no losses at his herd.  He guards his herd well and can 

be found close to the herd as they graze.   

 

Irwin’s Guardian Zafar is still a hard working, trustworthy and attentive guardian.  He has been moved 

to a new farm to guard goats and has taken the move well and has adjusted to the new herd and routine. 
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Irwin’s Guardian Rufus received snake aversion training during October 2011 and he was an excellent 

guardian.  He was however killed by a black mamba bite, a snake we did not do training on due to the 

swiftness of the snake’s venom. Rufus was replaced by Mamba. 

 

Irwin’s Guardian Shadow 2 is a replacement for Shadow.  She is guarding her herd of goats very 

successfully in an area with high predator activity.  She is loyal to her herd and displays a high 

protective drive, always staying close to her charges. No losses have been suffered and the owner is very 

satisfied with the placement.   

 

 

T. Twenty second set of placements (October 2010): 

 

This set of 3 puppies was donated to the EWT Blue Crane Conservation Group and placed in areas 

outside our normal placement area.  These puppies are working under extensive farming practices and 

they need to have an extremely strong bond with their herds as they are expected to work totally 

independently. 

 

Irwin’s Guardian Gokturna was killed when she was run over by a car that passed her herd on a main 

road.  She has not been replaced. 

 

Irwin’s Guardian Valkeri has been working on a sheep farm close to Chrissiesmeer in Mpumalanga and 

predation on the farm has been reduced dramatically.  She was found dead on the fence-line in a snare 

recently. The farmer has enquired about a replacement. 

 

Irwin’s Guardian Konya died in a freak accident while still in the training kraal. 

 

 

U. Twenty third set of placements (February 2011) 

 

This group of puppies was placed under EWT custodianship in the Limpopo province.  The placements 

were all within free ranging cheetah areas. 

 

Tara 2 is the replacement for Tara on the farm of Mr D Ellers in the Baltimore district.  She has settled 

into her routine well and has proven to be an effective guardian to her flock of sheep. The farmer has 

suffered no losses to predation even with lions moving through the property at one stage. 

     

Zlatan was placed on the farm of Mr F van Rensburg in the Baltimore district and is guarding cattle.  He 

has become an integral part of the herd and is well bonded with the members of the herd.  He is still 

somewhat over friendly, but this in no way impacts on his guarding abilities. He recently had a fight 

with a leopard but survived when his radio tracking collar exploded in the mouth of the leopard. 

 

Benjamin was with his herd of cattle as they were grazing in a camp next to a busy road and 

unfortunately made his way to the road.  He was hit by a car and his owner found him in the veldt 

struggling to walk.  He was taken to the local veterinarian but died under anaesthesia.  His owner has 

requested a replacement and this was done by the EWT during April 2013. 

 

Carl was killed by a snake while out working.  He was a hard working and attentive guardian and his 

owner has requested a replacement and this was done by the EWT in April 2013 

     

Shabalala is working well even though he displayed some small behavioural problems.  He has 

responded well to the corrective training and has become an effective guardian. 
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V. Twenty fourth set of placements (April 2011) 

 

This was a single placement in the Steenbokpan area under EWT custodianship.  This placement was 

done later than scheduled since the farmer was not fully prepared in February 2011 to receive his puppy. 

 

Caro is a hard working and attentive guardian and there are no losses at the herd she is guarding.  She 

has had no behavioural problems to report and is a model guardian.  Her owner is very happy with the 

placement. 

 

 

W. Twenty fifth set of placements (May 2011) 

 

This group of four puppies was placed under EWT custodianship in the Limpopo province in free range 

cheetah areas. 

 

Mazu is an attentive and hard working guardian.  He has recovered from his earlier wound and is hard at 

work.  The wound and treatment he received has not influenced his working ability at all. His owner was 

concerned about predation on his herd of cattle and was advised to look at placing a livestock guarding 

dog with the cattle to prevent unnecessary removals of predators. 

  

Henry is a hard working, attentive and trustworthy guardian; he has been a very positive addition to the 

farm.  There is a resident leopard that has settled on a kopje not far from the house, but he has not 

attempted any predation to the herd and this is a testament to the way all can co-exist on the farmlands.  

The neighbours have also requested an Anatolian due to the success of Henry and this was provided by 

Cheetah Outreach in April 2013. 

 

Shakira is doing an excellent job on the farm and her owners are very happy with her performance.  She 

is a hard working and attentive guardian.  She has developed into a very effective guardian. 

 

Forever was found with some serious wounds resulting from a fight with an unknown adversary.  She 

was rushed to the nearest veterinarian, 250 km away, where she was examined.  The veterinarian’s 

diagnosis was not good and under his guidance the decision was made to humanely euthanize her.   

 

 

X. Twenty sixth set of placements (July 2011) 

 

This group of 10 puppies was placed during the last part of July 2011.  The puppies were divided as 

follows: seven of them were new placements and three of the puppies were replacements.  The 

placements went well and their progress is monitored closely.  

 

Irwin’s Guardian Peter is doing well and can always be found close to his herd.  The herd stays close to 

the house when they graze and the owner was instructed to make sure he does not play with the house 

dogs.  He is an attentive guardian and has not had any losses within his herd to predation. 

 

Irwin’s Guardian Woodstock is a hard working and attentive guardian.  He is an integral part of the herd 

and to date has had no losses within his herd.  He has a reputation in the district as being a BIG dog, 

everybody knows of him. 

 

Irwin’s Guardian Montrose developed behavioural problems due to a lack of discipline and was moved 

closer to the owner’s house.  He has not responded to the corrective training and will be removed within 

the next month.  He will not be replaced as the owners did not do their part in his training and 

management. 
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Irwin’s Guardian Shafton is doing a very good job at guarding his herd.  He is also guarding the kraal 

area very effectively and has stopped the stock theft problem for his owner. 

 

Irwin’s Guardian Hero has developed into a great guardian.  Since he joined the herd there have been no 

losses and this is no small feat on a farm with a very active movement of large predators.   

 

Irwin’s Guardian CA has settled in well with the herd.  Her working performance has stunned her 

owner. She is a hard working, attentive and trustworthy guardian.   

 

Irwin’s Guardian Carmen is a star guardian.  She has all the qualities a great guardian should have.  Her 

owner cannot stop praising her and cannot believe what she has achieved since starting on the farm.  She 

is always with her herd and has had no losses.  She is a great dog! 

 

Irwin’s Guardian Liz 2 is the replacement for Liz and she has settled in well with her herd of cattle.  Liz 

2 is hard working and attentive and has not displayed any behavioural problems even when working on 

her own 15 km away from the homestead. Her owner is full of praise for her.   

 

Irwin’s Guardian Pippa, the replacement for Savannah, developed behavioural problems and was placed 

under corrective training.  She, however, did not respond favourably to the corrective training and had to 

be removed from the programme and placed as a companion. 

 

Irwin’s Guardian Thandi 3 was the replacement for Thandi 2 who choked to death in a snare.  She was 

attentive and trustworthy, but on a black day on the farm she and 2 of her herd members were killed by a 

black mamba when it attacked them as the herd was grazing.    

 

 

Y. Twenty seventh set of placements (December 2011) 

 

This group of 3 puppies was placed during the early part of December 2011 and were all new 

placements.  

 

Rosslea was placed on the farm of Mr P Theunnesin in the Morokweng district.  He was placed with a 

herd of sheep and was still in the bonding phase when his owners found him dead next to the kraal.  On 

closer inspection if was found that he died due to a snake bite.  He was on the farm for 3 weeks. 

 

Sampson was placed on the farm of Mr G van der Merwe in the Pomfret area. Sampson is hard at work 

and is a trustworthy and effective guardian.  He has had no losses at his herd and his owner is proud of 

him. 

 

Artemis was placed on the Ottawa Ranches in the Terra Firma area.  Her owner is very satisfied with the 

placement.  She has had no losses in her herd and is a very attentive and trustworthy guardian.  Artemis 

is an integral part of her herd and can always be found close to them 
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 Z. Twenty eighth set of placements (January 2012) 

 

Storm was placed on the farm of Mr P Haasbroek in the Tosca area, where he is guarding a herd of 

goats.  He is the fourth dog to be placed on the farm of 40 000ha.  He is well bonded to and has become 

a trustworthy part of the herd.  His owner if very impressed with his working ability and is full of praise 

for all his dogs as well as the Cheetah Outreach programme. 

 

Mamba was placed as a replacement for IG Rufus, who died due to snake bite, with one of the herds on 

the farm of Mr P Haasbroek in the Tosca area.  He was, however, found dead next to his kraal.  The 

culprit a mamba!  The farmer does not want him replaced. 

 

Chester was placed on the farm of Mr K Claasens in the Tosca area.  Chester is a hard working and 

protective guardian.  His owner is very proud of him and cannot stop talking about Chester and what he 

has achieved.  He has had no losses at his herd, a real star guardian. 

 

Leonie was placed on the farm of Mr C Grobelaar in the Tosca district.  After a promising start on the 

farm and settling in well with the herd, Leonie developed behavioural problems.  She was placed under 

corrective training, but this was not effective and she eventually had to be removed from the farm. 

 

Kamau was the first placement on the farm of Mr W Pretorius in the Bray district.  After a somewhat 

rocky start to her working life, Kamau is now doing well and hard at work.  Kamau is now an effective 

and hard working guardian.  She has had no losses at her herd and this makes her owner very proud. 

 

McCain was bonded to the new herd and he received all the assistance and guidance we were able to 

give him.  He still had some problems with staying at the kraal when the herd moved out, but was 

receiving corrective training for that.  Shortly after the training started he was bitten by a snake and died.  

The curse of the Kalahari hits again! 

 

Bator was placed on the farm of Mr S Voster in the Bray district.  Bator also had a rocky start but after 

receiving corrective training he adjusted well to his role as guardian.  He reverted back to his bad 

behaviour, received corrective training, but then started playing with the lambs when nobody was near!  

The owner asked that he be removed from the farm; Bator will be placed as a companion dog. 

 

 

AA. Twenty ninth set of placements (January 2012) 
 

This group of puppies was placed under EWT custodianship in the Limpopo province.  The placements 

were within free ranging cheetah areas. 

 

Gigi was placed on a cattle farm close to Baltimore in Limpopo. She had serious behavioural problems 

and was placed as a companion animal. 

 

Amanda was placed on a goat farm close to Tshipise in Limpopo. The farmer was having a lot of 

predation to leopard, cheetah and other predators.  She has a strong bond with her herd and moves out 

with them every day as they go out to graze. 
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AB. Thirtieth set of placements (October 2012) 

 

This group of six puppies was placed under EWT custodianship in the Limpopo province within free 

ranging cheetah areas.   

 

Legend was placed with goats close to Alldays in Limpopo. Legend has adapted well with no serious 

behavioural problems. 

 

Panther was placed with goats close to Tolwe in Limpopo but was later moved to a farm closer to 

Alldays. Panther has settled in well with no behavioural problems and has developed into a good 

guardian. 

 

Wardance was placed with goats on a farm close to Waterpoort in Limpopo, where cheetahs and other 

predators previously predated heavily on livestock. Wardance settled in well and the farmer is very 

satisfied as he has lost no goats to predation. 

 

Lexi was placed with sheep on a farm close to Alldays. The farmer has an Anatolian on loan from 

another farmer. Lexi has settled in well and works independently. The farmer recently purchased a third 

Anatolian puppy himself. 

 

Ranger was placed as replacement for Gigi on a cattle farm close to Baltimore in Limpopo. Ranger 

bonded well but was found dead a few days after he started going out with the cattle. It is thought that he 

was killed by a snake. 

 

Nyoka was placed with stud goats on a farm close to Swartwater. She has adapted well as guardian with 

no behavioural problems of concern. The farmer recently moved his goats to a farm closer to Lephalale 

and Nyoka had no issues settling onto the new farm, except that she is still not used to the hippo that live 

in one of the dams. Nyoka’s owner is very satisfied with her. 

 

 

 

AC.  Thirty First set of placements (April 2013) 

Name  Livestock District 

Ziki Goats Swartwater 

Helen Goats Alldays 

 

 

AD. Thirty Second set of placements (May 2013) 

Name  Livestock District 

Cathryn Goats Tosca 

McCain 2 Sheep Tosca 

Manaaki Sheep Tosca 

Bear  Sheep Tosca 

Obi Goats Tosca 

Diana Goats Tosca 
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Snake aversion training: 

 
The first group of 5 year old dogs received their training during October 2011.  This is the first time 

such training has been given to working dogs in the veldt in South Africa by any organization using 

LGD’s.  The team consisted of a dog trainer, Johan van Straaten, 2 snake handlers from the National 

Zoological gardens, Mike and Given, and Cyril Stannard from Cheetah Outreach.   

 

The following dogs received the training; Chobe, Rufus, Shafton, Khan and Panther 2.  The focus of the 

training was placed on puff adders and Cape cobra.  They will be receiving follow up training every year 

to imprint the training on them.  All dogs in the North West province will receive the training as death 

due to snake bite is a big problem in the area.  Rufus has however been killed by a black mamba, a non 

focus snake and succumbed quickly due to the potency of its venom, during December 2011. 

 

Due to the recent increase in mortalities in Limpopo due to snake bite, efforts will be made in 2013 to do 

snake aversion with the dogs in this area as well. 

 

 

 

 

 
Figure 1: Map of dog placements in the Western Territory (North West Province) in free range cheetah areas under 

Cheetah Outreach 
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Figure 2: Livestock Guarding Dog Placements in cheetah range (Eastern Territory) Limpopo Province South Africa 
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Nr. Dog name Date of 

placement 

Type of stock Annual losses 

before 

Anatolian 

Annual losses 

after 

Anatolian 

Cheetah 

Sightings 

on farm 

Status 

1 Uthaya 2005 Sheep 17 sheep / 80 

lambs 

0  W 

2 Jedi 2005 Goats *   RM 

3 Tau 2005 Sheep 15  Sheep  0  D 

4 Inca 2005/05/15 Sheep *   RM 

5 Boleyn 2005/05/15 Goats 15Goats 0  W 

6 Gillian 2005/05/15 Sheep 37  Sheep 0 Y D 

        

7 Warrior 2006/06/07 Sheep 20  Sheep 0  W 

8 Kiwi (Kelly) 2006/04/06 Sheep/Goats 20  

Sheep/Goats 

0 Y W 

        

9 Beska 2006/06/07 Sheep 40  Sheep 0 Leopard W 

10 Jo 2006/06/07 Sheep *   RM 

11 Simba 2006/07/12 Goats 7 Goat 0 Y W 

        

12 Themba 2006/07/12 Sheep 17 sheep / 80 

lambs 

  RM 

13 Alpha * 2007/06/10 Goats New herd 0  W 

14 Bravo 2007/06/05 Sheep *   RM 

15 Charlie 2007/06/05 Goats *   D 

16 Delta 2007/08/20 Cattle 5 Cattle   W 

17 Echo 2007/08/14 Cattle 4  Cattle   D 

        

18 Pego 2007/08/20 Goats/Sheep 40  

Sheep/Goats 

0 Y RM 

19 Fox 2007/10/26 Sheep *   RM 

20 Gia 2007/10/26 Sheep *   D 

        

21 Juliet 2008/01/29 Goats 3  Goats 2  W 

22 Kilo 2008/01/29 Sheep 7 Sheep 0  D 

23 Hank 2008/01/29 Goats 10  Goats 0 Y D 

24 Sunny 2008/01/29 Sheep 5  Sheep 0 Y D 

25 Mike 2008/01/29 Sheep 0  Sheep 0     RM 

26 Issy 2008/01/29 Goats *   D 

        

27 Crikey 21/08/2008 Cattle 4  Cattle 0 Leopard D 

28 Kaitiaki 1
st
  & 2

nd
 

farm 

21/08/2008 Sheep 7  

Sheep/5Sheep 

0 Y D 

29  Kahu 21/08/2008 Goats 6 Goat 0 Y W 

30 Charlie 21/08/2008 Sheep 5  Sheep 1 Y W 

31 Rachel 21/08/2008 Sheep 5  Sheep 0  RM 

32 Juliette 21/08/2008 Sheep 15  Sheep 1 Y RM 

        

33  Neeake 12/09/2008 Goats 50 Goat 0 Y D 

34 Masindi 12/09/2008 Sheep 40 Sheep 0  D 

35 Gloria 12/09/2008 Sheep 40 Sheep 0  RM 

36 Phoenix * 12/09/2008 Goats New herd 0  W 

        

37 Amy 04/02/2009 Goats 25 goats, 0  D 
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38 Fezzik 04/02/2009 Sheep 10 sheep 0  RM 

39 Fola 04/02/2009 Cattle 5 calves 0 Y D 

        

        

40 Mandla 04/02/2009 Sheep 30 lambs 0 Y W 

        

41 Irwin’s Guardian 

Efendi 

08/04/2009 Goats 20 goats, 0  RM 

42 Irwin’s Guardian 

Argus 

08/04/2009 Sheep 18 sheep 0 Y RM 

43 Irwin’s Guardian 

Spirit 

08/04/2009 Goats/sheep 10 0  RM 

44 Irwin’s Guardian Felix 08/04/2009 Cattle 3 Calves 0 Y RM 

45 Irwin’s Guardian 

Oliver 

08/04/2009 Cattle 12 cattle 0 Y W 

        

46 Irwin’s Guardian Felix 

(Springbuck) 

09/05/2009 Springbuck 60 

springbuck in 

8 years 

0  W 

47 Irwin’s Guardian 

Becki 

14/05/2009 Sheep 20 sheep 0 Y W 

48 Irwin’s Guardian Joe 14/05/2009 Sheep 10 sheep 0 Y RM 

49 Irwin’s Guardian 

Shushka 

14/05/2009 Goats 20 lambs 0 Y W 

50 Irwin’s Guardian 

Nemesis 

14/05/2009 Goats 6 goats 0 Y W 

        

51 Thandi 26/05/2009 Cattle 5 cattle 0  D 

52 Helen 26/05/2009 Sheep 30 sheep 0  D 

53 Sadik 26/05/2009 Sheep 30 sheep 0  D 

54 Romeo 26/05/2009 Sheep 20 sheep 0 Y W 

55 Sunny 26/05/2009 Sheep 10 sheep 2 sheep Y W 

        

56 Roxy 08/06/2009 Sheep 30 Sheep 0 Y W 

57 Patty 08/06/2009 Sheep 30 sheep 0 Y W 

58 Steff 08/06/2009 Sheep 5 sheep 0 Y D 

59 Wellington 08/06/2009 Sheep 10 sheep 0 Y W 

60 Malusi 08/06/2009 Sheep 30 sheep 0 Y W 

        

61 Andrew 20/01/2010 Sheep 30 Sheep 0  D 

62 Harley 20/01/2010 Goats 50 Goats 0 Y W 

63 Savannah 20/01/2010 Cattle 15 Cattle 0 Y RM 

64 Kibali 20/01/2010 Sheep 25 Sheep 0 Y W 

65 Zeus 20/01/2010 Goats 25 Goats 2 Y W 

66 Thandi 2 20/01/2010 Cattle 5 Cattle 0  D 

        

67 Don 20/01/2010 Sheep 10 Sheep 0 Y W 

68 Themba 20/01/2010 Sheep 20 Sheep 0  W 

69 Juliette 2 20/01/2010 Sheep 15 Sheep 0 Y RM 

70 Victor 20/01/2010 Cattle 15 Cattle 0 Y W 

        

71 Khan 10/02/2010 Sheep 10 Sheep 2  W 

72 Shumba 10/02/2010 Sheep 20 Cattle 0 Y D 

73 Panther 10/02/2010 Cattle 32 Sheep 0 Y D 

74 Peace 10/02/2010 Sheep 30 Sheep 0  D 

        

75 Merlin 10/02/2010 Sheep/Goats 30 Animals 0 Y D 

76 Aslan 10/02/2010 Sheep 30 Sheep 0 Y RM 
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77 Jasper 2010/07/12 Goats 35 Goats 0  W 

78 April 2010/07/12 Goats 8  Goats 0  W 

79 Dave 2010/07/12 Goats New herd of 
goats 

0  W 

80 Khaki 2010/07/12 Sheep 5 Sheep 0  W 

81 Aslan 2 2010/07/12 Sheep 30 Sheep 0  RM 

82 Argus 2 2010/07/12 Sheep 18 Sheep 0 Y W 

83 Shadow 2010/07/12 Sheep 5 Sheep 0  D 

84 Tara 2010/07/12 Sheep 35 Sheep 0  D 

        

85 Irwin’s Guardian 

Chobe 

2010/10/21 Sheep 10 Sheep/ 3 

Cattle 

2 Y W 

86 Irwin’s Guardian 

Tiger 

2010/10/21 Sheep 50 Sheep & 

goats 

0 Y D 

87 Irwin’s Guardian 

Peace 2 

2010/10/21 Goats 15 Goats 0  W 

88 Irwin’s Guardian 

Panther 2 

2010/10/21 Sheep 32 Sheep 0  RM 

89 Irwin’s Guardian Liz 2010/10/21 Cattle 20 Cattle 0 Y D 

90 Irwin’s Guardian 

Nicky 

2010/10/21 Goats 25 Goats 0 Y W 

91 Irwin’s Guardian Jack 2010/10/21 Sheep 6 Sheep 0  W 

92 Irwin’s Guardian 

Zafar 

2010/10/21 Sheep 25 Sheep 0 Y W 

93 Irwin’s Guardian 

Rufus 

2010/10/21 Goats 20 Goats 0 Y D 

94 Irwin’s Guardian 

Shadow 2 

2010/10/21 Sheep 5 Sheep 0  W 

        

 Blue Crane Donation       

95 Irwin’s Guardian 

Gokturna 

2010/10/21 Sheep 300 10 Not 

Cheetah 

Area 

D 

96 Irwin’s Guardian 

Valkeri 

2010/10/21 Sheep 200 15 Not 

Cheetah 

Area 

D 

97 Irwin’s Guardian 

Konya 

2010/10/21 Sheep 15 5 Not 

Cheetah 

Area 

D 

        

98 Tara 2 2011/02/15 Sheep 35 Sheep 0  W 

99 Zlatan 2011/02/15 Cattle 11 Cattle 0  W 

100 Benjamin 2011/02/15 Sheep 10 Sheep 0 Y D 

101 Carl 2011/02/15 Goats 29 Goats 2 Y D 

102 Shabalala 2011/02/15 Goats  0 Y W 

        

103 Caro 2011/04/15 Goats 15 Goats 0 Y W 

        

104 Mazu 2011/05/15 Cattle  0 Y W 

105 Henry 2011/05/15 Goats 20 Goats 0 Y W 

106 Shakira 2011/05/15 Goats  0 Y W 

107 Forever 2011/05/15 Cattle 12 Cattle 0 Y D 
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108 Irwin’s Guardian Peter 2011/07/20 Sheep * 0  W 

109 Irwin’s Guardian 

Woodstock 

2011/07/20 Goats 20 0 Y W 

110 Irwin’s Guardian 

Montrose 

2011/07/20 Goats 8 Goats/month 0 Y RM 

111 Irwin’s Guardian Shafton 2011/07/20 Sheep 26 Sheep 0  W 

112 Irwin’s Guardian Hero 2011/07/20 Goats *  0 Y W 

113 Irwin’s Guardian CA 2011/07/20 Sheep 8 Sheep/year 0 Y W 

114 Irwin’s Guardian 

Carmen 

2011/07/20 Goats 15 Goats 0 Y W 

115 Irwin’s Guardian Liz 2 2011/07/20 Cattle 20 Cattle 0 Y W 

116 Irwin’s Guardian Pippa 2011/07/20 Cattle 15 Cattle 0 Y RM 

117 Irwin’s Guardian Thandi 

3 

2011/07/20 Cattle 5 Cattle 0  D 

        

118 Rosslea 2011/12/15 Sheep 6 Sheep 0  D 

119 Sampson 2011/12/15 Goats 8 Goats  0  W 

120 Artemis 2011/12/15 Sheep 20 Sheep, 10 

Cattle 

0 Y W 

        

121 Storm 2012/01/31 Goats 20 Goats  0 Y W 

122 Mamba 2012/01/31 Goats 20 Goats 0 Y D 

123 Chester 2012/01/31 Sheep 12 

Sheep/month 

0 Y W 

124 Leonie 2012/01/31 Sheep 20 Sheep in 6 

months 

0  RM 

125 Kamau 2012/01/31 Sheep Sheep 8 Cattle 

20 

0 Y W 

126 McCain 2012/01/31 Sheep 5 

Sheep/month 

0 Y D 

127 Bator 2012/01/31 Sheep Sheep 3/ 

month Cattle 2 

0 Y RM 

        

128 Gigi Jan 2012 Cattle 10 n/a  RM 

129 Amanda Jan 2012 Sheep 15 1  W 

        

130 Legend Oct 2012 Goats *** 0 Y W 

131 Panther Oct 2012 Goats 0 new farmer 0 Y W 

132 Wardance Oct 2012 Goats None new 

farmer 

0 Y  W 

133 Lexi Oct 2012 Sheep 5 0 Y W 

134 Ranger Oct 2012 Cattle 10 n/a  D 

135 Nyoka Oct 2012 Goats None new 

farmer 

0 Y  W 

        

136 Ziki April 2013 Goats 0 Goats  Y W 

137 Helen April 2013 Goats 0 Goats  Y W 

        

138 Cathryn May 2013 Goats 0  Y W 

139 McCain 2 May 2013 Sheep 12 

Sheep/month 

 Y W 

140 Manaaki May 2013 Sheep 20 Sheep/year  Y W 

141 Bear May 2013 Sheep New Herd  Y W 

142 Obi May 2013 Sheep 5 Sheep / 

month 

 Y W 

143 Diana May 2013 Goats 12 

Sheep/month 

 Y W 
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 *These flocks were established only weeks before the arrival of the dogs on the farms. 

**This information was not collected at the beginning of the project and these farms have not been 

revisited since the death or removal of the dogs. 

*** Information outstanding  
**** Information displayed on losses where dogs died or were permanently removed is the last 

figures supplied from that farm. 

W – Working 

D – Dead 

RM - Removed 
 

Current status: 

Area Working Removed Dead Total dogs placed 

Eastern  40 17 23 80 

Western 35 10 18 63 

Total 75 27 41 143 

 

 

Future Placements 
 

The placements to date are as follows; five new placements in the North West Province as well as two 

replacement dogs in this area.  There were two puppies placed in January 2012 as well as six during 

October 2012 under EWT custodianship in the Limpopo province free range cheetah areas.  The 

Cheetah Outreach/EWT Custodianship agreement has come to an end and Cheetah Outreach will be 

placing new pups within the cheetah range in Limpopo (known as Eastern Territory). 8 new pups need 

to be placed within Limpopo during 2013. 

 

 

Breeding  
 

Breeding Stock 

 

The Anatolian Shepherd Guard Dogs that currently represent Cheetah Outreach’s breeding animals 

include the following: 

 A 6-year old female, Mercedes, which was imported from the USA.  She is housed at Cheetah 

Outreach at Paardevlei, Somerset West. 

 One 3-year old adult female, Pandora, obtained from CCF Namibia.  She is housed at Cheetah 
Outreach at Paardevlei, Somerset West. 

 One 2½-year old male puppy, Togo, bought from a local breeder, but representing a new 
bloodline.  He is housed at Cheetah Outreach, at Paardevlei, Somerset West. 

 One 2½-year old female puppy, Gem, bought from a local breeder, but representing a new 
bloodline.  She is housed at Cheetah Outreach, at Paardevlei, Somerset West. 

 One 5-year old male Kangal, Onyx, imported directly from Turkey by his previous owner, Mr 

Tor Meijers, and given to Cheetah Outreach on long term loan as breeding dog. He is housed at 

the new partnership breeding facility at Green Dogs Conservation in Alldays, Limpopo. 

 One 5-year old male Kangal, Aslan, imported directly from Turkey by his previous owner, Mr 
Tor Meijers, and given to Cheetah Outreach on long term loan as breeding dog. He is housed at 

the new partnership breeding facility at Green Dogs Conservation in Alldays, Limpopo. 

 One 5-year old female Kangal, Minoe, imported directly from Turkey by her previous owner, Mr 
Tor Meijers, and given to Cheetah Outreach on long term loan as breeding dog. She is housed at 

the new partnership breeding facility at Green Dogs Conservation in Alldays, Limpopo. 
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 One 5-year old female Kangal, Lotte, imported directly from Turkey by her previous owner, Mr 
Tor Meijers, and given to Cheetah Outreach on long term loan as breeding dog. She is housed at 

the new partnership breeding facility at Green Dogs Conservation in Alldays Limpopo. 

 

 

Dogs removed from breeding program 

 

Two females, Helen and Woody, were bought from Grootfontein Research Trust, with all the necessary 

health requirements for the breeding program.  Unfortunately Woody died on her way to the vet from 

unexpected complications during birth.  Due to the death of Woody another female, Lucy, was brought 

from Grootfontein. 

Lucy was subsequently removed from the breeding program due to her age, and for health reasons.  

During 2008 when we bred her she ended up with pyometra, a serious uterine infection.  We were able 

to treat the condition, however once a female dog has had this condition they are prone to having it 

reoccur during each cycle.  It was decided to spay her and she is now retired, being housed with Helen, 

renamed Nicola.   

Nicola was spayed and retired from the breeding programme because of her advanced age.  She is 

housed at Cheetah Outreach, at Paardevlei, Somerset West and shares an enclosure with Lucy. 

 

Morocco, a male born at Anatolian breeders, Shepherds Rest Anatolians, USA, was imported from the 

States in October 2006 and came from a long line of proven working dogs.  At 18 months of age 

Morocco’s hips and elbows were assessed and he had to be removed from the breeding stock due to Hip 

Dysplasia.  He was placed in a good home where he receives a lot of love and attention. 

 

Three puppies imported from Turkey in 2008, one male and two females, were assessed in 2010 for hip 

dysplasia at 18 months of age.   Disappointingly, all three tested positive for varying degrees of hip 

dysplasia and had to be removed from the breeding programme. All three were subsequently sterilized 

and successfully homed.   

 

Two females, Melda and Angel, born at respected Anatolian Shepherd breeders, Liebenberg Anatolians, 

Bloemfontein, South Africa, were homed in December 2011 after repeated episodes of unreliable 

breeding. 

 

Llondiwe, sister to Mercedes and one of the females imported from the USA did not pass her hip and 

elbow x-rays and it was decided to spay her and place her in a home.  A suitable home was found and 

she is currently housed with another Anatolian on a big property.   

 

War Dance, the adult breeding male, has died in an unfortunate accident, when he was run over by a car 

on the main road close to Eikendal Wine Estate.  This happened when he escaped from the temporary 

holding pen he was housed in during the move of the main facility from Spier to Paardevlei, Somerset 

West. 

 

 

Expected breeding timeline and production 

 

At present we have one experienced adult breeding female, Mercedes.  She last came into season in June 

2013 and Togo was placed with her during this period of heat. During this union several successful 

matings were observed and if pregnant, puppies are expected at the end of the first week of August.  

 

Pandora has undergone hip and elbow assessments to determine whether she shows any signs of hip 

dysplasia and was certified as hip dysplasia free.  She last came into season in June 2013 and Togo was 

placed with her. During this union several successful matings were observed and if pregnant, puppies 

are expected at the beginning of the second week of August.  
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Togo and Gem have undergone hip and elbow assessments to determine whether they show any signs of 

hip dysplasia and were both certified as hip dysplasia free.   

 

Minoe has come into heat and Aslan has been placed with her. It is uncertain at this stage whether thy 

have mated successfully. 

 

Onyx was mated with Green Dog Conservation Anatolian “Irada”. If the mating was successful the litter 

will be devied 50/50 between Cheetah Outreach and Green Dog Conservation. 

 

 

 

Breeding facility 

 

Historically Eikendal Wine Estate supported Cheetah Outreach and De Wildt Cheetah and Wildlife 

Trust by providing the use of a facility to hand raise cheetah ambassadors.  Eikendal has demonstrated 

their commitment to conservation issues by donating half a hectare of land for exclusive use by Cheetah 

Outreach to house our breeding dogs.  This has been essential, since newborn puppies need to be reared 

in an area free of predators as to cultivate expected and desirable behaviour. 

 

Disaster struck this facility at Eikendal Wine Estate. Due to an unusually heavy cloud burst over the 

mountains, on the 27th September 2012, a dam on Eikendal, upslope from where the facility was 

situated, ruptured its wall resulting in a landslide of mud, vines and water (150 million litres). The dog 

enclosures, directly in its path, were flattened, but luckily all 7 of the breeding and retired dogs housed 

there were found alive, without injury and were evacuated short term to private kennels off site.  

 

The damage experienced at Eikendal has had a dramatic impact on the housing of the breeding dogs and 

temporary measures had to be implemented. To this end all the breeding dogs and retired dogs that were 

housed on Eikendal are now housed at the main Cheetah Outreach facility at Paardevlei, Somerset West 

until such time as enclosures are re-built on Eikendal.  

 

At present, Cheetah Outreach would like to thank Columbus Zoo for their emergency funding 

contribution of US$5,000 to assist with the clean up and kennel costs resulting from the landslide.  

 

 
Figure 3 and 4: Damage to the current breeding facility 

at Eikendal 
 

 

 

Everybody knows the saying “From Cape to Cairo”…..how about “Cape to Alldays” After careful 

thinking and deliberation, Cheetah Outreach has decided to establish a formal partnership with another 

NGO called Green Dog Conservation up in Limpopo Province close to the small town of Alldays. Rox 

Brummer who is the director of Green Dog Conservation has been a close ally with which Cheetah 

Outreach through the previous custodianship agreement with the Endangered Wildlife Trust, worked 
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very closely in this far northern area of the Limpopo Province of South Africa. Rox has provided 

excellent litters of Anatolian Livestock Guarding Dogs in the past and the logic think to do now was to 

establish a formal partnership. A large portion of the Cheetah Outreach Anatolian breeding dogs will be 

moved up to the new breeding facility situated at Green Dog Conservation which is situated close to the 

Mapungubwe National Park. Green Dog Conservation will be responsible for the care and also the 

breeding of the Cheetah Outreach dogs as well as the raising of the puppies until they are placed as 

livestock guarding dogs. Green Dog Conservation also have their own Anatolian dogs which will be 

used together with the Cheetah Outreach dogs to provide farmers with the best livestock guarding dog 

puppies. This group of dogs of both Cheetah Outreach and also Green Dog Conservation makes this one 

of the most superior groups of Turkish dogs in Southern Africa in terms of genetics as well as working 

lines. The first two camps have already been erected and the rest of the breeding facility should be 

finished by the end of September 2013. 

 
Figure 4: The Turkish Kangal dogs with Deon Cilliers of Cheetah Outreach and Rox Brummer of Green Dog 

Conservation 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 5: Annie Beckhelling (Cheetah Outreach), Rox Brummer and Carlien vd Vliet (Green Dog Conservation) at 

the site of the new collaborative breeding facility 
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