ANATOLIAN SHEPHERD
LIVESTOCK GUARDING DOG
PROJECT

PROGRESS REPORTS

DECEMBER 2009




Progress Report
Anatolian Shepherd Guarding Dog Project

South Africa

In order to assist farmers in the reduction of livestock losses the fofddnatolian Shepherd dogs
were placed on selected farms as a means cfatlal predator control:

First set of Second set of Third set of Fourth set of Fifth set of Sixth set of
placements placements placements placements placenents placements
(2005): (2006): (2006): (2007): (2007): (2008):

1. Uthaya 1. Kiwi 1. Jo (Brey 1. Themba 1. Fox (All 1. Kilo
(Botriver) (Thabazimbi District) (Botriver) Days, (Jakkelsfontein)

2. Boleyn District) 2. Simba 2. Alpha Limpopo) 2. Juliet
(Thabazimbi | 2. Warrior (Musina) (Baltimore, | 2. Gia (Tolwe, (Gregory)
District) (Stockpoort, | 3. Guardian, Limpopo) Limpopo) 3. Hank

3. Gillian Limpopo) renamed 3. Bravo 3. Pego (Klipvlei)
(Lepalale Beska (Thabazimbi)| (Vhembe, | 4.Lema/Sunny
District) (Lephalale) | 4. Charlie Limpopo) (Krokodilpan)

4. Inca (Brey (Thabazimbi) 5. Mike
District) 5. Delta (Maastroom)

5. Tau (Musina) (Limpopo) 6. Issy

6. Jedi 6. Echo (Matopi)
(Thabazimbi (Limpopo)

District)

Seventh set of Eight of Ninth set of Tenth set of Eleventh set of | Twelfth set of

placements placements placements placements placements placements

(2008): (2008): (2008): (2008): (2009): (2009)

1. Mufasa 1. Crikey 1. Peuter 1. Neeake 1. Fola 1. Efendi
(Cradock Lephalale (Cradock (Tosa (Tosca (Tsipise
District) District) District) District) Districy) District)

2. Scruffy 2. Kaitiaki 2. Joseph 2. Masindi 2. Fezzik 2. Argus
(Middelburg (Swartwater (Cradock (Tosca (Tosca (Alldays
District) District District) District) District) District)

3. Roy 3. Kahu 3. Dusty 3. Phoenix 3. Mandla 3. Spirit
(Middelburg (Baltimore (Cradock (Tosca (Tosca (Alldays
District) District) District) District) District) District)

4. Spot 4. Charlie 4. Simon 4. Gloria 4. Amy 4. Felix
(Cradock (Swartwater (Cradock (Tosca (Tosca (Lephelale
District) District) District) District) District) District)

5. Unnamed 5. Julliette 5. Charlie 5. Oliver
Cradock (Alldays (Cradock (Alldays
District) District) District) District)

6. Rachel
(Alldays
District)




Thirteenth set of

Fourteenth set of

Fifteenth set of

placements placements placements
(2009): (2009): (2009):

1. Felix 1. Sunny 1. Roxy
(Robertson (Vostershoop (Thabaz
District) District) imbi

2. Becki 2. Helen District)

: (Vostershoop 2. Patty
E)Tigai‘gt?izc'g‘ District) (Thabaz
3. Romeo imbi

3. Joe _ (Vostershoop District)
(Thabazim|  pjgprict) 3. Steff
bi District) 4. Sadik (Thabaz

4. Shushka (Vostershoop imbi
(Thabazim District) District)
bi District) 5. Thand 4. Malusi

5. Nemesis (Vostershoop (Thabaz
(Thabazim District) imbi
bi District) District)

5. Wellingt
on
(Thabaz
imbi

District)




To assess the progress of these dogs, continuous monitoring has been chgn208&;i 2006, 2007,
2008 and 2009 by means of visitations, telephonic discussions and questionnaires.

First set of placements (2005)
Of the first set of placements the following results were obtained:

Uthayais a very successful and welstablished\natolian placed on farm Paardenkloof in the Western
Cape near Botriver. His herd currently consists of 300 members. No livestock losses have been suffer
since the placement and the farm owner is extremely satisfied. Uthaya was last visited in November
2009 and is still an extremely effective and loyal guarding dog.

Boleynis working brilliantly and displays all the characteristics necessary to deem her an effective
guarding dog. She has successfully protected her herd from resident brown and spadezhidy

nomadic cheetahs. She is currently guarding a herd of 90 goats in an area of approximately 400 ha.
She is in good condition. No livestock losses have been suffered since the placement. Boleyn was la:
visited in April 2009 and the farm owneragtremely satisfied.

Jedistill works as an ambassador at De Wildt Cheetah and Wildlife Trust and is doing excellent work ir
promoting the project to visitors at this workehowned facility.

Tauwas the first dog pl ac e drjesveld, Whahe Limpepo Brovidgep ler me
unfortunately disappeared when he was one year old, presumably due to snakebite. He was an effect
and reliable guarding dog and no livestock losses were suffered during his time with the herd.

The farmer wasxremely happy with this placement and immediately requested another Anatolian to
replace Tau.

Gillanst arted roaming after her owner sold her f
sheep and she guarded them. She successfully defendedgaist a brown hyena attack, but the

owner of the herd asked that she be removed and taken back to her farm. She then joined Simba in
guarding his herd of goats. Gillian was last visited in April 2009 and no stock losses were reported by
the new ownerUnfortunately Gillian was killed by a hyena during November 2009 while guarding the
herd of goats.She will be replaced during January 2010.

Incawas removed from her farm because of inadequate bonding with her herd and undesirable play
behaviour. Thigould not be corrected even after numerous attempts at corrective training. She is now
a guarding dog at Mr Val li Moosabds house and

Second set of placements (2006)

Ki wplatement has encountered little behaviourablerms and she has proved herself to be an
effective and reliable guarding dog. She has bonded very well with her herd of a hundred goats and
sheep and guards them daily while the herd grazes in a 600 ha area. She broke her hind leg during th
first partof the year but after extensive treatment she has recovered well and is back doing what she
does best, guarding her herd. Kiwas last visited in April 2009 and she is silstar performer in the
project.



Warrior has developed into a very effectiveagding dog and has adjusted well after being moved from
his familiar surroundings to a new farm and new animals. He has bonded well with his herd and is ver
reliable in following the daily routine expected of him. Currently, he is guarding a herd of
appoximately 300 sheep in a grazing area of 150 ha. He is a hard working guardian and the farmer he
not had any livestock losses. Warnwas last visited in April 2009 and the ownewrery happy with

the placement.

Third set of placements (2006)

Jowas removed from his farm near Bray in the Northern Cape after the farmer made it clear that he we
not willing to commit the necessary time and energy during the training period. Jo was in the care of tt
same farmer with whom Inca was placed and tteet egarded as a failed placement. We suspect that
farmer negligence contributed to both removals.

No |Ilivestock | osses have been encountered dur |
shown interest in buying an Anatolian from Cheetah €adin in 2008. Cheetah Outreach/De Wildt will
invite him to buy a dog but no more dogs will be placed on this farm.

Jo has successfully been placed with new owners where he is now a family guarding dog.

Simbais doing well on his new farm. He and Gitliguccessfully guarded their herd against a hyena
attack, but during the fight Gillian was killed. He led the herd to safety and did not lose any of the herd
members to the hyenadde was last visited in April 2009 and he hadjusted well to the new

surroundings.

Guardian (Beskais doing very well and the owner reports that he has had no stock losses since Beska
joined the flock of sheep. Beskads owners ha
some thought they decided that they Wékep him. He is doing an excellent job of guarding his herd.
Beskawas last visited in April 2009; he is velnard working and has been of financial benefit to the
owners.

Fourth set of placements (2007)

Thembawvas placed on farm Paardenkloof, Bagriyvin February 2007 and had to be removed from the
farm due to unwanted roaming behaviour. He was then placed on a second sheep farm within the free
ranging cheetah area of South Africa. He started off well but displayed more roaming behaviour shortl
after the bonding phase. He unfortunately had to be removed from the farm and was placed as a hous
dog with Mr.Valli Moosa.

Alphahas developed into a very impressive looking dog. He continues to do very well and displays no
seriousbehaviouraproblems He is still aloof with other people, but will, as before, let Mrs. Brandt
handle him and she reports he has now become accustomed to her sond\sliweditock losses have
been suffered even though a high predator presence is reportedhsHhest isited in April 2009 and

the farm owner is very happy with Al phads pl ace

B r a vpladement on the new farm progressed very well through the bonding process. He started to
display hunting behaviour and was removed from the farm. The hunting betmayidrave developed
during the first placement and has resulted in his removal and placement as a companion dog.



Charlie died of an unknown illness. De Wildt/Cheetah Outreach is still awaiting the official
veterinariandés repdeath. to confirm the cause of
At the time of his death Charlie was a fully functional part of the flock and the owner was very
distressed when Charlie died. He saw the impact Charlie had on his farming operation and has showr
interest in acquiring a new dog when available.

Delta has adjusted well and has become an integral part of the cattleHerduarding skills have
developed well and after a troublesome cow was removed from the herd she has shown an even stron
bond with the remaining members of her herd. The farsngatisfied with the placement and the

progress shown. The owner has sold his farm and will be moving out of wild cheetah area. He is so
happy with Delta that he has requested to take Delta with him.

Echowas replaced during August this year@ykey. During the time that there was no guardian with
the herd of cattle the owner reported losses due to leopard.

The placements of Delta and Echo with cattle had gone exceptionally well, and this success allowed u
to place more dogs with cattle. Thigtistive has made it possible to explore a new avenue in terms of
cheetah conservation in South Africa.

Fifth set of placements (2007)

Fox had to be removed after developimghaviouraproblems and showing no response to corrective
training. He was plced as a companion dog.

Giawas placed on farm Drinkeling near Tolwe in the Limpopo Province on 25 October 2007. He was
allocated to guard a herd of approximately 150 Kalahari red goats from caracabdot&ekl jackal,
leopards, brown hyena and cheet&ia was killed in the kraal by a snake within two weeks of
placement. The farmer indicated that he would not be interested to have her replaced.

Pegois accompanying his goats to the veldt every day and is an integral part of the flock. Pego is a ve
protective guardian; the owner reported that during this breeding season two female cheetahs had thei
litters on the farm and no losses with the livestock was reported. Pego was last visited in October 200
and the farmer is satisfied with the placement

Sixth set of placements (January 2008)

Kilo was poisoned by one of the farm workers on the farm, after the last inspection visit. He was
replaced by Kaitiaki.

Julietis still doing well and has recovered fully after her accident. She is a hekoshgvand attentive
guardian. Her owners are full of praise for her and has benefited financially from this placement. Julie
was last visited in October 2009.

Hankis doing very well and has developed into a very attentive guardian. He is vergralaréver
leaves the herd. His owner reports no losses to predation, even after a lion moved through the farm.
Hank was last visited in October 2009 and the farmer is satisfied with the placement.



Sunny (previously Limajhe owner reports that Sunnydsing very well. Sunny rotates between two
flocks in adjacent camps. He is in good condition and has developed into a good workifpalog
owner is very happy with Sunny and he reports no stock losses with thé&Shimly was last visited in
October 2009.

Mike was placed on a farm in the Maastroom area. He worked well and the owner reported that he
effectively guarded against different predators on the farm. Unfortunately Mike developed an injury to
his front leg and had problems walking and keepipgvith the herd. He was taken to the veterinarian
and we were told that the injury would not allow Mike to go on working in the veldt. He was removed
from the farm and placed on a small holding where he is still guarding sheep but in a small fenced in
area. Mikewas last visited in October 2009 and the farmer is satisfied with the placement even though
he is in semi retirement.

Issywas placed on a farm in the Tshipise area on tfleo8anuary 2008. She was progressing well in
her training and th&armer was happy with the placement. Unfortunately she was injured severely by a
goat ewe and died at the veterinarian clinic during treatment.

All the remaining dogs from this placement are progressing very well. Their healthcare is up to date in
termsof parasite control and vaccinations. Visitations to assess their development and to discuss the
placements with the farmers are done quarterly.

Seventh set of placements (June 2008)

These dogs were the first placement in conjunction with Woolwanrttiee Cradock area of the Eastern
Cape Province in South Africa.

Mufasawas removed from the farm of Mr. J Kingwill, at his request, after Mufasa started to display
rough play behavior. Mufasa was placed as a companion dog.

Scruffywas placed on thiarm of Mr. J Bowker mainly to protect his herd against caracal and black
backed jackal. The area he guards is quite mountainous and very good habitat for predators on the fa
He is well bonded to his herd of sheep and has become a part of the hasddolihg well as a guardian

out in the veldt and has adjusted well to the challenging terrain. The owner is very happy with his
progress.

Roywas placed on the farm of Mr. K Donian, but under a cloud of doubt; when he was accused of bitir
and killing sheep on the neighboring farm, he was removed and placed as a companion dog. 4
investigation into the incident was launched, but no clear evidence could be found that proved that R
was the culprit. He was removed from the farm anbdomed as a compem dog; before he was-re
homed evidence of him being in a fight was discovered on his neck and body. This might indicate th
he had been defending the herd rather than biting and killing the sheep.

Spotwas placed on the farm of Mr. W Heyns and willduarding his herds in the veldt and on pastures
on the farm. He is a well developed dog and has a very strong bond with his herd. Spot is out in the
veldt and guarding his herd there. He had an accident where he broke his hind leg, but was treated ar
is on his way to full recovery.

Unnamedvas placed on the farm of Mr. G Jordaan. She was doing well as a guardian, but she died dt



to snake bite during the summer.

Eight set of placements (August 2008)

Crikeyis doing well; he had some roaming prarls, but through the dedication of his owner this was
corrected quickly. He lets no stranger approach him or his herd and always keeps a safe distance fror
unfamiliar peopl e. There were allegati ogheot of
Crikey if he sees him again. Crikey was immediately moved to a new farm, still in cheetah area.
Crickey was last visited in October 2009 and the farmer commented that he was an attentive and mucl
valued guarding dog.

Kaitiaki was placed on the fiar of Ms. A Engelbrecht. He started displaying undesirable behaviour

such as roaming and staying at the house, where he played with the house dogs. The owners did not
their way open to continue with him as a guardian and we removed him. He gohd sleaoce and

was placed on a farm in the free ranging cheetah area near Maasstroom. He settled in well and did nc
show any of his previous problems. He did not return home with the rest of the herd one day and is
presumed lost due to snakebite.

Kahuis doing well and is a hard working and attentive guardian. His owner is very happy with him and
always brags with his dog and its working ability. Kahu was last visited in October 2009 and the farme
is satisfied with the placement.

Charlieis doing wel and his owner is very proud of him. There was however an unfortunate incident
where he killed an impala that ran through his herd. He perceived the impala as a threat and only
defended his herd. He is used to impala in the area where he works aesgdrasarmed any of them,
and after that incident it has never happened again. Charlie was last visited in October 2009 and the
farmer is happy with his work performance.

Jullietteis a hard working dog and her owner is very happy with her working adrdyher

attentiveness. She has unfortunately gone deaf and must be removed from the program. Her deafnes
impaired her working ability and she would be placed as a companion dog in a suitable home. She wil
be replaced during January 2010.

Rachelis working hard and although her herd grazes close to the homestead, she guards her herd
loyally. She is a well developed dog and in good condition. Rachel was last visited in October 2009 ar
the farmer is satisfied with the placement.

Ninth set of placenents (September 2008):

These placements are part of the second set of placements in the collaboration between Cheetah
Outreach and Woolworths South Africa. The set of 5 dogs were placed with farmers in the Cradock
area. The puppies have all developed/wvell and are still being monitored regularly.

Peteris a very hard working and attentive guardian. He is well bonded and an integral part of his flock.
The owner is very happy with his progress and reports that his neighbours have huge lossasioo.pr
He is full of praise for Peter, since they have not suffered any livestock losses.



Josephs well bonded and a very active guardian. The owner reports that he hears him barking at all
hours of the night in different areas of the camp. The overtgappy with his work performance, but
unfortunately he has lost two lambs to caracal on his watch.

Simonis a very attentive and well bonded guardian. His is out in the veldt and guarding his herd. He
has lost none of his flock to predation anddlaer is very happy with him. His is working in a
mountainous area and this makes guarding his herd quite difficult. He started roaming but was placed
under corrective training immediately and in a very short period he stopped this and is back working as
hard as ever.

Dustyhas turned out to be an excellent guardian. He is working well and is an integral part of his herd.
The area that he is working in is also very mountainous and he has dealt well with this problem. The
owner reports no stocklossesnd i s happy with Dustyds wor k.
corrective training he is back with his herd and the owner reports that he is doing well and staying with
the herd.

Charlie started off well and worked well with his herd, but he sthgfilaying rough and hurt some of the
members in his herd. He received corrective training but did not respond well to it. After he kept up th
behaviour it was decided to remove him. He was placed as a companion dog on the farm.

Tenth set of placemats (October 2008):

This litter of puppies was placed in the Tosca area of the Northwestern Province of South Africa. They
were placed in this area because of the frequent movement of cheetah across the South African and
Botswana border in this area. | &te farmers are new owners and participants so we have high hopes
for the success of the program in this area.

Neeakehas to work hard on his farm because the owner reports regular sightings of cheetah, especially
in the area Neeake is working in. Tévener describes this area as the wildest part of the farm with

black backed jackal, caracal, leopard and cheetah. Even with all these predators in the area Neeake I
not lost a member of his herd to predation. His owner is full of praise for him apg Wwép all his

hard work.

Masindiunderwent corrective training for rough play and has responded well to the training. She is no\
moving out with her herd and staying out the whole day. Her owner is happy with her good response t
the training, but &.a precaution, still ties her up in the kraal at night.

Gloria is doing well and is a hard working guardian. She has been moved to a new camp on the farm
and has taken the move in her stride. The area is in the river where it is very bushy antidacee
for predators, but she is always vigilant and has had no losses on her watch.

Phoenixis an excellent guardian. She was moved to a new area that the owner has just finished
developing and has taken the move in her stride. She stays with t@f lgeats and nothing gets close
to the herd without her knowing about it.



Eleventh set of placements (February 2009):

This litter of puppies was also placed in the Tosca area of the Northwestern Province of South Africa.
All the farmers are newwners and participants so we have high hopes for the success of the program i
this area.

Amyis a hard working dog and is moving out with her herd every day. Her owner is very happy with
her performance even though he experienced losses. The lossagd while Amy was out in the
veldt; the jackal came to the kraal and killed 2 lambs that stayed behind in the kraal. She was last visit

during November 2009.

Fezzikwas placed on the farm of Mr. G Swanepoel, but after eight months on thén&fanmher asked

if we could remove Fezzik. The reasons for this are that the farmer said he is not a dog person and thi
Fezzik does not fit into his management system. Fezzik did display some play behavior but was put
under corrective training and resputed well to the training. He was moved to a new farm, where he is
under closer supervision. This farm is still in free ranging cheetah area. He was last visited during
November 2009. He will be replaced during January 2010.

Mandlais doing well orthe farm and is in good working condition. He guards his herd of sheep
vigorously and nothing moves about without him knowing of it. The owner is very happy with his
working performance and says he now worries about the rest of the farming businedsambee
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